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tax burdens that hinder small businesses and 
ultimately overall economic growth and job 
creation. 

Unfortunately, small businesses are often 
the hardest hit when aggressive states and lo-
calities impose excessive tax burdens on out- 
of-state companies. These businesses do not 
have the resources to hire the teams of law-
yers that many large corporations devote to 
tax compliance, and they are more likely to 
halt expansion to avoid uncertain tax obliga-
tions and litigation expenses. 

The clarity that the Business Activity Tax 
Simplification Act will bring will ensure fair-
ness, minimize litigation, and create the kind 
of legally certain and stable business climate 
that frees up funds for businesses of all sizes 
to make investments, expand interstate com-
merce, grow the economy and create new 
jobs. 

At the same time, this legislation will protect 
the ability of states to ensure that they are 
fairly compensated when they provide services 
to businesses that do have physical presences 
in the state. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 
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Friday, April 8, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of Mary Holt, who was a dedi-
cated neighbor to her community and a pio-
neer for many. 

Mary was born Asheville, North Carolina 
and later moved to the Fremont area in Ohio. 
She began her career working at a record 
shop and her skills eventually attracted the at-
tention of the radio station WSRS. She 
jumped to a different radio station in 1952, 
and by the end of the decade she worked for 
multiple radio stations and all three local tele-
vision networks. Eventually her duties entailed 
news, fashion, and music. 

She was also active in her community. She 
ran for city council, organized the Black Polit-
ical Women of Cleveland and a Grand-
mother’s club. She also volunteered in many 
social organizations. It was not uncommon to 
find her reading to wounded veterans, or 
teaching reading and writing at community 
centers. In recognition of her many accom-
plishments she was honored with the Trail 
Blazer Award from the Cleveland chapter of 
the National Council of Negro Women and 
was named to the short list of the Plain Deal-
er’s leading African-American Clevelanders. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the life of Mary Holt. Her life was 
marked by dedication to community and pio-
neering for both women and African Ameri-
cans. Her devotion and duty to her community 
should set an example to us all. 

ENERGY TAX PREVENTION ACT OF 
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The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 910) to amend the 
Clean Air Act to prohibit the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency 
from promulgating any regulation con-
cerning, taking action relating to, or taking 
into consideration the emission of a green-
house gas to address climate change, and for 
other purposes: 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chair, I rise today to 
oppose H.R. 910, the so-called Energy Tax 
Prevention Act. H.R. 910 would permanently 
ban the Environmental Protection Agency, 
EPA, from protecting human health and the 
environment by enforcing the Clean Air Act 
and confronting the threat of climate change. 

This radical, anti-environmental legislation is 
a distraction from the number one issue facing 
Congress: promoting job creation and eco-
nomic growth. Instead of focusing on the 
economy, the House Republican majority is 
trying to legislate science by overriding the es-
tablished scientific consensus on climate 
change and the threat posed by greenhouse 
gases. H.R. 910 endangers public health and 
will cost American jobs by slowing our econo-
my’s transition to cleaner, more secure energy 
sources. A recent EPA report revealed that re-
ducing greenhouse gas emissions will prevent 
the early deaths of 230,000 Americans in 
2020 and produce $2 trillion in economic ben-
efits by that same year. 

I published an editorial with climate science 
expert John Abraham of the University of St. 
Thomas to voice my strong opposition to H.R. 
910. I ask that a copy of this editorial be in-
cluded in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

[Published in The Hill blog on Apr. 6, 2011] 
CONGRESS ON WRONG SIDE OF HISTORY IN 

DENYING CLIMATE CHANGE 
(By Rep. Betty McCollum (D–MN) and John 

Abraham) 
Right now in our hometown of St. Paul, 

Minnesota, we are preparing for what might 
possibly be record-breaking floods due to 
winter’s heavy snowfall and the threat of 
heavier spring downpours. Minnesota has al-
ready experienced two 100-year floods in the 
Red River Valley within the past 13 years. 
Local doctors report an increase in cases of 
children with asthma and other respiratory 
conditions. Lake Superior has seen record 
low water levels in recent years, threatening 
not only drinking water supplies but the Du-
luth-Superior port that receives more than 
1,200 ships and 48 million tons of cargo. 

All of these public health, economic, and 
environmental trends have been strongly 
linked to climate change. Multiple studies 
have shown that 97 percent of the most 
qualified climate scientists are in agreement 
that humans are causing the planet to warm. 
If this was an illness, and 97 percent of doc-
tors recommended a certain treatment, we 
would take appropriate action. 

Instead, the majority party in the House of 
Representatives is choosing to willfully defy 
the diagnosis and overturn established 
science by voting on a bill (H.R. 910) that 
will gut the Clean Air Act and prohibit the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

from ever protecting the American people 
from the disastrous impacts of climate 
change. 

During the committee markup of H.R. 910, 
not a single Republican voted to even ac-
knowledge the validity of EPA’s scientific 
finding that ‘‘warming of the climate system 
is unequivocal,’’ caused by human activities, 
and a threat to public health. The rejection 
of those amendments is shocking to sci-
entists who understand the serious risks 
Americans face from global climate change. 

This places the climate deniers on the 
same side as those fringe extremists who de-
nied the harmful impacts of cigarette smok-
ing and DDT, and the causes of acid rain and 
ozone depletion. Proponents of H.R. 910 are 
denying science and dangerously on the 
wrong side of history. 

We believe now is the time to confront cli-
mate change. If we act wisely, we can simul-
taneously protect the environment, create 
jobs, diversify our energy supplies, and im-
prove national security. 

A recent report by Pew Environment 
Group shows the U.S. has now fallen to num-
ber three behind China and Germany for 
clean energy private investment. Passage of 
H.R. 910 will guarantee America loses out on 
the jobs of the future by obstructing efforts 
to build the new clean energy economy. It 
will deepen America’s dependence on dirty 
coal and imported oil instead of creating 
American jobs through investments in re-
newable resources and energy efficiency. 

Our country must turn the problems pre-
sented by climate change into an oppor-
tunity. Instead of devoting its time to dis-
crediting scientists and undermining the 
EPA, Congress should put more faith in the 
genius of the American spirit to protect our 
environment and human health while cre-
ating economic growth. With the right clean 
energy incentives and framework, we believe 
America can out-innovate and out-build any-
one in the world. The proponents of H.R. 910 
not only deny climate change, they under-
mine America’s ability to fmd solutions that 
benefit consumers, workers and the environ-
ment. 

Every single member of Congress has a 
choice: deny the science of climate change or 
take real steps to confront a changing cli-
mate. Congress must accept scientific re-
ality and act on climate change. 

f 

THE NECESSITY TO RECOGNIZE 
BUDGET REDUCTION STRATE-
GIES THROUGH REORGANIZA-
TION OF THE DEFENSE BUDGET 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 8, 2011 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
speak about the current debt crisis our Nation 
faces and a strategy to rein in some significant 
federal spending, while strengthening our na-
tional defense initiatives. A paper written by 
Mallory Factor, published by Forbes on March 
9, 2011, identified a strategy intended to re-
duce the defense budget. As the defense 
budget represents nineteen percent of the 
total federal budget, the cuts would have a 
significant effect on deficit reduction and high-
light our commitment, as a Congress, to the 
American public that we will leave ‘‘no stone 
unturned’’ as we work to reduce the total 
budget deficit. 

Mr. Factor’s article does not suggest that we 
take an undiscerning approach to cutting the 
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